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Our Mission:  

To LOVE people wherever they are,  

To LIVE the grace of God in Jesus Christ and 

To GROW in faith and service. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR ELECTION OF THE PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE 
 
 

This meeting will begin on Saturday, August 12, 2023 @ 5:00pm  
and continuing Sunday, August 13, 2023  
at both 8:30am and 10:00am services. 

 
The meeting will be held in person and by Zoom. 

 
The Council is recommending a slate of names  

to serve on the Call Committee. 
 

Your attendance is important as we need a quorum. 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR  

 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 

and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.ò  (Matthew 13:23) 

 

As Jesus teaches in Matthew, concerning the sowing of seeds for the crops, some 
seeds didnôt fare so well.  Iôve noticed as I drive back and forth between McHenry 
and Harvard that despite the dry weather, the crops donôt look as bad as I expected.  
I mentioned that to a friend who works in agriculture.  He responded, ñThey donôt 
look all that bad first thing in the morning or late in the evening, but in the heat of 
the day you can see how stressed they really are.ò 
 
That response stuck with me, and I noticed in the middle of the day, the leaves on 
the Corn are looking curled up and pointed like they are trying to reach above the 
other plants to pull a bit of moisture from the air.  Being more attentive to the crops 
the past few days I started thinking how, oftentimes, a similar thing applies to our 
lives of faith and discipleship.  The life of faith and discipleship doesnôt look all 
that bad when things are going well.  However, in the heat of the day, when life 
gets hard and the challenges and trials of life come our way, the stress of following 
Jesus can cause our faith to wilt and wither.  
 
It is during times of challenge and transition that tending to the soil is most  
important.  It is when our faith feels the driest that our commitment to the practices 
of discipleship need to be renewed.  We can grow our roots deep by worshiping 
regularly, letting God nourish us through the ritual conversation of the Liturgy.   
 
Also, our roots can grow deeper by daily studying Godôs word through which we 
can hear God speaking to us with comfort and challenge.  Our roots grow deeper by 
praying always, entrusting our joys and sorrows to Godôs safekeeping.   
 
Our roots grow deeper by encouraging one another in our common faith.  Our roots 
grow deeper by sharing the good news about Jesus.   
 
Likewise, our roots grow deeper as we give generouslyðjoyfully sharing from our 
abundanceðwith our congregation and communities in the world.  And we do all 
these things not just when our faith feels strong but especially when our faith feels 
weak, empty, and dry. 
 
The promise of our life of faith is that no matter how dry we might feel, there is 
still abundant and living water that our Lord has promised to provide. Through the 
water and Word of our baptism, we are connected to Christ who is our everlasting 
spring of everlasting life. 
 
Jesus gives us what we need to bear fruit.  Daily Christ shelters us from the heat 
and refreshes us with his grace. 
 
How is the soil of your faith today?  Together, letôs grow our roots deep and we 
will find waterðeven when life feels the most difficult. 
 
 
Yours in being a disciple of Christ, 

Pr. Rob 

 

 
 

Lord of the harvest  
 place your fire in me.  

 
Servant you need now, 

servant I will be.  
 

Give me the eyes  
of your spirit,  
your heart of  

compassion to know.  
 

Lord of the harvest,  
show me where to go.  

 
Time like a free wind,  
so quickly slips away.  

 
Too soon today's  

tomorrow, too soon  
yesterday.  

 
So little time  

for the reaping and  
the laborers are few.  

 
Lift your head to the  

fields of white  
the work that  
you must do.  

 
Wherever you may  

lead me,  
Lord of the Harvest,  

I'll go.ó 
 

- the Imperials  



òFor you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace.ó  
Isaiah 55:12  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Memory of Bev Blundell  

Dick & Gail Anderson, Roberta Bass, Chuck & Kathy Chamberlain,  
Bob & Bev Fluger, Nevie Gamble, Rich & Beth Godzecki,  

Lorraine Kocher, David & Laurie Mihevc,  
Audrey Stevens, Joan Teichmiller  

 
 

Do not grieve,  

for the joy of the LORD  

is your strength.ó  
       Nehemiah 8:10  


